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WASCO MEETING
Naovember 3. 1988

The meeting convened and wae called to crder &t 7:30 p.m..s
Chietf Nelson Wallulatum.

by caLL TO

Tribal Council Members Present: Zane Jacksons Nelson Wallulatumi yriBaL

Toni S. Mades Recording Secretary. Meeting held at Medicine
Lodges Chief Nelson Wallulatum residence.

Attendance sheet attached.
Otheres present: Dennis Karncpp. Tribal Attorney.

Nelson indicated he wanted to talk and Larry Dick would be asked
o stands that he has socme papers someplace where most &ll the
elders signed that =say that he could stand in a leadercship places
that was quite some vears agco. So if he’ll stand now. then we
will sing and put cur flags up, and whoever is ready to talk.

We have Kenny Smith., who was the former Secretary of the Interior
Tor Indian Affairs here and he may want to speak to you on

‘different things. He is in ‘all areas right nows economic

develcpment. financings; he is very helpful in trying toc get us on
cur way. The same for Dennis (Karnopp)s he is the speaker that
will speak first and they will talk abcocut socme of the things we
have been wondering &about.

Meleon then asked those present to get their rattles for the
first song. A Wasco song follocweds led by Chief Nelson

dallulatum (7:35-7:40 p.m.).

Next, the posting of the late Felix Wallulatum®s flag tocok place.
Nelsocn indicated Felix had gone through two wars and his flag is
always honored. If we were going through the regular ceremonies
then he would be <c=tanding on this, and his relatives wauld call

on the person back from whenever he would have a name. He has a
name but 1t is in the Warm Springs lanaguage. Rut what he is
standing for is I want to reconfirm that he (Larry) is my
ceremonial leader when I am not arcund like death ceremonies.
Wascc dancing, etc., or sometimes he spoke in my place. But he

wasn’t here the last time.

I have tried to encourage cother perscns to try to learn some of
the Wascc ways., Our ways are different, we respect seven drums.
The only one that used to remind me of these things was Ida

Mckinley.

I am going to €ing one of the songs that we Wasco dance with.

A1l cur songs are worship songs, songs talking about how if we
live right someday we will go through the sky. One of these
dave when we have time for & historical lecture on the Noen-Indian
and white man, what we learned about those pecple in ancient
timee we will have those. We have ocur religicus ways that we
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followe.e we can hear that medicime in that sona.

(7:44 p.m.s at this time & song was sung by Chiet Nelson
Wallulatum).

Nelson spokes I watched and I follocwed him &s he goes through
life and vyou would says ch I guess he is a restless person
because he rolls when he tosses in his sleep. Even when he is
csleeping he always wants to go hunting, fishing. make tulee mats.
This socna sings toa the restless person, Has eneray that needs to
be guided towards what we Teel that are cur songs that we are
suppcsed to be doina.

(7:46 p.m.y Nelson Wallulatum then sang two sonags) .

Larry Dick then spoke. My dear pecple, I just have a few words

toc say. When I first came up here I was almost 16 years cld,
that time I didn’t know none of cur culture, religion, or
traditional ways of life. Why? 1 never had a father to raise

me, to show me this and that. But the years I stayed up here I
think of my uncle more than a father for what he has taught me.
i1t seemed wvery hard because there was a lot of thinas I went
through just to be where I am at today and it still hurts inside.
There is a loct of things I did wrong when I was younde. And 1
zlways tried hard tc put that aside and try to better myself in
life c that I cculd carry on some of these wavs that we are
losing. '

I don"t know if I was a chosen cne because when I got invelved 1
planned to be like David Greene:. who I -called &a brother. I
wanted to be like him where he stocod by the side and helped him
whenever he needed help. I didn°t plan on going beyond.

But when his cother brother was alive., Felix, I was asked cver in
Toeppenish to drive him cover, and I didn°t expect to do any
undertaking. And at the time Nelscn was in Washingten. D.C.. so
when he got home and found cout what I did. that® s where I got
involved. I didn’t know who thise person wasy a new joiners until
we all gathered in a circle and we &ll sang, then my name was
called and I went and sat in front.

Sc from then on thinge started getting rough. I started taking
things & little sericusly. Alcchel wasn’t much help and now I
haven’t dranmk for three years, maybe that’s why I'm suffering
now. But I'm glad to say that these years I was invaelved at

least I know in my heart that I helped these pecple. my pecple,
pecple that are gathered here, pecple that believe in me, or
believe in themselves that they still have somecne. to turn to
when they need help. It is hard speakina. I don’t speak too
rnften.

DI
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I'like te sing songsy 1 -am very activey, I like doing things, I
don®t like sitting arcund. I don®t like <staying in one area.
When things need toc be done I like to go .and do it. If we can’t
get started, I usually just give up and wait until the next day.
I like to <cee things done right away. I don’t like to see
things prolongeds it scares me, which is calling for more and
more. And all we have tc do is pray for curselves and pray for
those cnes that need the help.

I was feeling really bad and sick the last time; I just came
heme. I didn°t even feel like goings maybe I just might hurt
myself more. but Ive just been forcing myself to work everyday.
I try not to chow my feelings to nocbodys maybe that is what
hurts. There is a lot more that I need tc says but I was hoping
to get cver and pay my respect to my uncle and them.

I received my rame cover in FRock Creek, I don’t know if I°m

—prencuncing it rights but it’s Klaugh-wa-nun (phonetic), that’s

my Indian name, maybe Prunie would know if it’=s said right. BEut

the meaning of the name is 1o cne stopped by to notify me. I
don’t know why my grandma gave me that name at that times I was
18 years cld. It seemed like every time I get news everything is
all over with. But I would like to have a Wascc name and pass my
name cnto my sister, she is always wanting an Indian name.

I just want to let vou know that I am always arocund. Sometimes I
Teel like when there‘c pecple need help, they don’t come and ask
me. Sometimes I feel they are ecared to talk to me or something.
There is always times when I need to go and ask questicns and the
pecple I see always ignore me and walk the cther ways, maybe it is
how I ams, I don’t asscciate with nebody too much.

Doing this line of work is really hard. I can say I try not to
let my feelings onto cther pecple. I am always arcund when you
need this help. That is about all I have to say.

(7:56 p.m.s & song was then sung by Chief Nelscn Wallulatum).

Mr. Karnopp then spoke. Good evening friends, it is VETY,. Vvery
nice to be here. It is a great honor for me to be here with you
in your Medicine Lodae. I was very pleased when Nelson asked me
to come here because I have heard of this Medicine Lodge and I
hadrn’t had the pleasure of coming here to see it.

I want to tell you what a wonderful experience it is for me to
know Nelson and to work with Nelson. I have ceen Nelson work
with the Council on behalf of all the pecple on the reservation,
he does & marvelous job there. He has such & store of history
and background cof things that have gone on herey, and I%ve seen

DENNIS K
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him work for the pecple’e culture and for the pecple 1n many
ways.

I also want to honor Larry because it seems to me when I first
knew Larry traveling with Nelscn and working with Nelscn he was a
young boy. Larry., I'm very proud to be here and see what's
geing on with you.

"He contirued, Nelscn I believe, wanted me toc talk a 1little bit
abcut the 1865 Treaty. That’s an unusual request. because I
den®t think I°ve ever gone anyplace to talk about the 1865 Treaty
befecres I°ve talked about the 1855 Treaty. Nelson has some
handocute here of the 1855 Treaty.

BEut the 1855 Treaty was the Treaty that established this
reservation, and vyour ancesteors and the ancestors and Wyompum
(phonetic) peaple entered into the Treaty of June 25, 1855, and
ceded title to about ten millien acres of land ceded area, &and
reserved certain cther rights. reserved this reservation. That’s
why it is called a reservation. it was reserved, it was yours, it
was your ancestors and you’ve kept its. you reserved its that’s
why 1t’s & reservation.

One of the important roles of Treaty conception (phonetic) is
reccanized by U.S. Supreme Court and continues to be recocgnized
tcday is that a Treaty is not & grant of rights to the Indians,
but rather it is & grant of rights frem the Indians. The Indian
pecple granted to the Non-Indians. lands:s but reserved cthers.
The arant by the Indian people with the Indian pecple retaining
all those things not given up» the fishing ights. the

recervation itself, <sovereignty. hunting rightss and varicous
ather things the Treaty speaks to. That’s & very important rule
that the Court follows, trying tc reserves trying te figure cut

what the Treaty meant.

The cother very, very important rule that the Court’s follow in
terms of Treaty interpretation 1is that the Treaty is to be
interpreted the way the Indian pecple understood it. The reascon
for that rule is a rule of fairness, reccgnition that at the time
of Treaty making the Treaty was written in English, cbvicusly.
And & written language and the Indian pecple at the time, many of
them or most of them probably did not know English and did not
have a written language. And history tells us that many of the
Treaty regotiations were conducted in jargon, too much jargon,
sign language, it was very limited amounts of words that were

available.

Sc the rule is that the Treaty is to be interpreted as the Indian
pecple understood it and any ambiguity in the Treaty to be
interpreted in favor of the Indian pecple.
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A  previcus viewpcint <cince 1855, was & Treaty between two
naticns, irecegnition that your pecple were a nation and had all
the aspects of scvereignty. and a nation in the United States.
The United States was the cther party tec that Treaty. When the
United States makes & Treaty. the job of making Treaty is a job
of the President or of the executive department under the
President.

And sc it’s true even today. pecples when cur country enters into
Treatys it is still a written Treaty. You make a Treaty with a
foreign land or the Department of States cne of the peocple with
departments under the Fresident makes that Tireaty. But then for
the Tireaty to become law it has toc be ratified by the Congress,
by the Senate. Now to ratify that Treaty it has toc go back to
the legislative brarnch and the Senate has to says ckay. that’s
fines that Treaty®s ckay and that becomes law of the land.

Your Treaty of June 25, 1855, was ratified by the Senate of the
United States on March 8, 1859, and was prcclaimed by President
James Buchanan on April 18, 1859 and it became law. .

And if you lock at coral history of vyour pecoples people then
gradually began & process of reloccating on the reservaticons
moving from an area where many of them spent much of their time
alcng the Columbia River and the lower tributaries of the
Columbia, Hood Rivers The Dalles River, Deschutes, John Days that
countrys and maving here.

A1d 1t has somewhat sad history. of the relaticncship between the
Non—Indians and Indians, the Non-Indians were always greedy for
more. History suggests that at the time your pecple negotiated
your Treaty there are minutes. written minutes that were kept of
thocse regotiations, The preeminent concern of the pecple making
the Treaty, the head men, the pecple of the band at that time.
the Wyompum (phocnetic), and the Wasco pecples was the
preservation of the fishing rights. They were more concerned
cbvicusly from those minutes of the fishing than anything else
because that was s¢ central to life, is to have access to the

fiehing grounds.

The Mon—Indians apparently wanted &a little morey, and there were
scme historical a&accounts that suggest there was beginning a
contlict of +the fact that the pecple were still fishing at those
ancestral fishing grounds. That is why the Treaty of 1865 has
never got to &anybody that I1I've talked toc pecple about, came

about.

I have & handout here of the Treaty of 1865S. Now the Treaty of
1855 was a much longer document, it contains much more than the
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Treaty of 1865. It cedes the ancestral areas it reserves the
reservations 1t reserves many other things. And & lct of the
things that that Treaty veserves the Treaty of 13855 are certain
impocrtant ights off-reservation. And in that language is
provided alsc that the exclusive right of taking fish firom the
streams running through the bordering reservaticon is hereby

returned to said Indians and &t all cother usual and accustomed
places of commonwealth citizens cof the United Statess and
erecting suitable housessy and alsc the privilege of hunting,
gather oots, berries, and steck on unclaimed lands. That
reserved exclusive rights te fish in waters on the reservation,
both coming through and bordering. And also reserved the right
te fiesh in all other usual and &accustomed fishing grounds.
Flaces in the locwer iiver., Columbia. the cther rivers off the
reservatione.

The Treaty of 1865 is a much shorter document. It recites the
epecific provisiocns a&about the iights in the Treaty of 1855.: and
it says in Article 1, having beccme evident from experience that
the provisicns of Article 1 of the Treaty cof 2552, 1855 would

permit the Confederated Tribes - to fishs---hunt, --gather -berriess -

roatss fast their stocks erect houses on  lands cutside the
recservatiocn and would have them ceded from the United Statess is
ocften abused by the Indians.

Instead of continuing to reside away from the reservations it is
detrimental to the interests cof both Indians and UWhites,
therefore it is hereby stipulated and agreed that =211 the rights
enumerated in the third provisce of the first section of the
Treaty of June 25, 1855, that wcould say the right toc make &
livings erect houses, hunt games gather root and berries and
finaudible) upon lands without the reservation...are hereby
relinguished by the Confederated Indian Tribes of the BRands of
Middle Oregons parties to this Treaty.

Now I’ve heard many times pecple say that the consideration to
that reading was never received, not only the Treaty not
understood meaning what I just read, but the consideration that
wae to be received was never received. The consideration to dig

roctss livestocks etc.

That Treatys and I711 touch on that more and hand cut documents
here, every document that I have ever seen and the documents are
documents of the United States indicate that the Indian pecple
did not understand that Treaty to be relinquishment of fishing
rights or any cther rights. But it was understood by them that
enly would reguire that a pase be secured to leave the

reservation.

There are reports that indicate that government agents right
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atter that are writing to Washington Agents who are dealing with
pecple on the reservation, saying this can’t be right. The
Indian pecple didn’t understand it that way. they would have
never agreed to 1t had they underestocd it that way. and it would
not be fair, because the fishing rights were so very important.

In any event the document I have here wae a copy of the petition
befcre the Indian Claims Commissicon. In 1946 Congress passed an
Act setting up an Indian Claims Commissions and providing that
Indian Tribes would bring claims egainst the United States for
wrongs that were done for them. The United States 1is a
sovereian. Governments are sovereigni you can’t sue the
sovereign unless the sovereign Says you may. Like socvereign
immunitys the Tribe has <covereignty. That coes back to the old
English Law that the King is socvereign and can do no wirong. You
had no redress, you had no remedy. sovereign 1s some right for
the king as the absclutely ruler.

The United States has that kind of sovereignty. But the United
States says we will pass a law, we will pass a law that allows

Indian pecple to seek compensation for wrongs that were done for ...

inadequate compensation for their lands and justification.

Mr. Karnopp continued., this petition was filed in early 1950's on
behalf of this Tribe, and had two claims: (1) one was the land
claims & settlement of which you received & few yeare ago;i that
was & claim for an adequate return for the lands you gave up.
That what you gave the United States, or what your ancestors gave
the United States. 10.000,000 acres vou didn’t get fair payment
for that. that“ s what that land claim was for. (2) was & claim
based on the 1865 Treaty. the Claim that =zaid that the 1865
Treaty was & fraud, it wasn’t fair, it misrepresented the pecples
and that it cculd be declared to be a void document. ‘

He added, Nelscn was telling me the cther day of & book he had
that 1indicated that +the 1865 Treaty was never ratified. The
petiticn challenged that Treaty and it tocok a wvery long time to
resclve the land claims part of this. Before that could get
resclved that the case that we now know as U.S. wvs. Oregons
Belloni case in United States District Court...1957.

In any event MckKee Smith was the chairman of the Fish Commissicn
of Oregon. and in those days Oregon had two different bodies
regulating fish——the Fish - Commissicn regulated commercial
fishing, the game commission regulated sport fishing and hunting.
Now there is only one body that regulates that all. ’

The reasocn it was filed against Mr. Smith himself was because the
State of Oregon alsoc has scvereign immunity, the State of Oregon
asked the State of Washington, acting together with the Columbia
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River Compact, had established fishing regulaticns which did nct
accord any special recocgnition to Treaty Fishing Rights. Indian
pecple could not exercise under State Regulaticns any rvights
cther than what cther pecple could exercise.

After that case was filed by thuse individual Yakimas, the United
States, as Trustees for the Tribe, did bring that against the
State of Oregon. and the United States could do that cne. They
brecught an answer against the State of Oregen for viclation of
federal rights. the treaty rights. That action was brought on
behalf of the three tribes of the Columbia. And then the Yakima,
Umatillas Warm Springs:. and Nez Ferce Tribes &ll intervened.
which means in cocurt terms when somebody else has & lawsuit going
cn and vyou have an interest in the subject matter of that
lawsuit. you may ask the cocurt to be part of the lawsuit and may
intervene.

And then those two cases were combined for purpocses of the Tribe.
Now 1n those proceedingss the coriginal proceedings in the United
States vs. Oregon, I°m about to make the transition from history
I know by reading and by word of mouth the history I’ve
participated in because I came and jcined cur law firm and Owen
Panner was the Chief Attorney for the Tribe in those days.: and I
came in 1967.

In any event, during those proceedings there was never any issue
of the 1855 Treaty raised by any partys by any of the Tribes, by
the State of Oregon.:. or by the United States. And based on
those proceedingss Judge Eelloni handed down & historic ruling in
1969 recocgnizing the Treaty fTishing rights off reservation of the
focur Tribes.

Judge Eelloni held that the State bhad to afford the cpportunity
to Indian pecple to fish. Judge Eelloni said that the State
could only propose regulations that were necessary for
conservations 1n other words the State couldn’t regulate just to
give the fish to the Non-Indian commercial or sport fisherman.
And he reccgnized and held that the State had teo provide under
their regulations that the Treaty pecple had the copportunity to
take &a <share of all fish runs that reached their usual and
accustomed fishing grounds. That was & big step for the Indian
pecple of the United States.

Since that time in 1969 we have been in Court many, many times on
that and it is something that we work on practically every day.
Eeczucse there is always something going on in the 9th Circuit of
Appeals Court.

after that ruling by Judge FEelloni which recocgnized the off-
recervation fishing rights of the Warm Springs and Wasco pecple
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and parties to the Treaty of 1855, the claim befocre the Court of
Claims dealing with the 1865 Treaty was dismissed. The Tiibe
abandored that because the Court had recognized the existence of
fishing rights.

In about 1972, the . State of Washington scught to come into the
cases the U.S. vs. Oregon case. The reascn was that the
management cf the fisheries on the Cclumbia River is done by the
two states working together in a compact. Washington couldn®t do
anythings but Oregon would prevent them to do anything anyway. so
Washington decided to stick their car in the water.

And when they went before Judge Belloni the Judge was very clear
that the State of Washington would have to take that decision
because they couldn®t re-litigate issues that had been decided in
that case. So Judge Eellcni let them come into the case on that
basis. And after they did that then they filed & petiticn to go
over an issue that had already been decided. And Judge Eelloni
ruled against them and they appealed that in the Ninth Circuit of
Appeals.

That is the Federal Ccurt System. where we have different courts

besides the Tribal court in each state, appellate court and cur
appellate court is the ninth circuits which is nine western
states.

He then referred toc the handout Treaty of 1865, and indicated
this did not relingquish the cff-reservaticn treaty fishing rights
of the Warm Springs Tribe. What that 1is excerpt of the brief,
part of the brief that went to the MNinth Circuit ocn that appeal
by Washington. And I have & copy here of the whole brief that
dealt with a number of cther issues that Washington Raised. I
wraote this brief in the early 1970°s toc the Ninth Circuit. A
pertion of this brief holds some old government documents. a
report from Indian agents of thie reservation, etc. It also
recites the nrumber cof times which the Congress of the United
States have reccgnized the existence of off-reservation Treaty
Rights. And there’s nobody that has ever asserted that there was
any validity to that Treaty of 1865. This argument was presented
te the HNinth Circuit. Well the Ninth Circuit never really ruled
on that, because they agreed that Judge Belloni was right.

The floor was then copen for questions from those present.
Max Jackeon asked, you can’t sue the Tribe. You can’t sue the
sovereignty. You can’t sue the United States. How about the

cide-kicks like the BIA?

Mr. Farnopp,s the queetion is about ecovereignty immunity, you
can’t sue the United States, how about their side-kicks the EIA.

FLOOR OP:
FOR QUES

MAX JACKC
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The sovereilgn immunity extends to the goverrment in 11 of its
forms. Sos the BIA iz part of the government and so it can’t be
sued unless the United States give its consent to do. It is also
true that the individual pecple can be sued. I menticned this
when I spocke of the case of Schappy vs. Smith. Mr. Smith could
be sued because while he was an official of the scvereign or the
goevernment of the State of Oregons the claim was that bhe was
acting illegally, and if he is acting illegally then he is not
protected by sovereign immunity.

It has even arcse on the reservatiocn where pecple have attempted
to sue the Tribal Judges it was thrown cut of court on the basis
of the Judge was acting within the scope of the Judge’s power and
therefore is protected by sovereign immunity but if the Judge or
the Cocuncil or anybody acts illegally and contrary to the law,
then that person is not individually protected. That is the way
sovereign 1mmunity works. It extends the sovereign in &
sovereign a&agent wha are acting within the scope of their
authoritys but noct when they step cutside the scope of their
autharity.

And in the fish and game situation there are several instances
~where governmental aofficials have been sued. We had & case
against Secretary Baldridge, Secretary of Commerces claiming

that he acted contrary to federal law to carry cout these
regqulations.

Tommy Kalama, this scvereignty you have been talking about. I
have & question about the sovereignty. it invelves Tribal Council
and Treaty sovereignty from federal government and what our
Tribe, emplaoyees of the reservaticons referring to the Mill
Waorkers at Warm Springs Forest Products nows and these white
pecple. What I was wondering about is mill workers of WSFFI are
white pecple, Nan—Indians, and Tribal Members, Indians, MIT s,
and vou have always been thrown arcund. You've got white pecple
working there &and you’ve got Tribal Members., pecple married into
the Tribes so when you get a bunch of these pecple tecgether
talking about wages. better wages because of having to work down
there and like all the things we have on our reservation, usually
things are debatable whether they are good or bad. Whether
they ' re going to increase the wage or lower the wage.

1 was on the negotiating committee for the new contract which
fell throughs and that was the reason why the WSFPI went on
strike, the Union Workers, some of the workere were split. Some
being faithful to Tribal Government, scme Indians that were Unicon
workerss and you have the Non-Indians that were Union Workers.
My question would be: how does the naticnal laber relations
board fit into the scvereignty for the Tribe? The Treaty of

18S5.
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Why i1s it taking them sc long to make a decision on the Union,
Non—-Unicny breaking the Unicn. or continuing the employment at
the Mill right now. Is it because of the electicns or whatever?
Since June. I have Leen learning quite a bit about scvereignty
abocut the way it is compared to the federal gaovernment and Tribal
Government. and I haven®t seen anything to keep all these in
their percspective. both Tribal and sovereignty. federal
government. and how can we get that resclved. What kind of
questions are we going to come up with after it gets csettled.

Mr. Karncpps first. sovereign immunity can be waived. The Tribe
has waived it’s sovereign immunity in cocme areas. For instance,
the hydroc-project where we got a loan from the State of Oregon
for €15,000,000. The Tribe agreed in getting that lcan that if
we don’t pay back. well you can sue us because cbviocusly somebcody
1isn°t going to locan vou the £15,000.000 iT they can’t do anythinag
if you won't pay it off. Sc sovereign immunity can be waived by
the Tiribe.

Sovereign immunity of the Tribe can be waived also by the
Congress. The Congress,; that®s what is called the plenary power
_of the Congress cver Indian Affairs, and there are cases that Say
that the Congress of the United States can redefine sovereign
immunity. When the Congress adopted the 1968 Indian Civil Rights
Act, for instance, the Congress provided that Tribes ccoculd be
sued in what is called habeas corpus. Congress can do that.

The issue about the Naticnal Labor FRelaticons Acts is whether in
sdopting the National Labor Relaticons Act, Congress intended to
regulate the working conditions at a Tribal Operaticn. And there
1s & case that deals with the Fort Apache Timber Company case.
called FATCO,  and in that case the Naticnal Labeor Felatiocne Ecard
which 1s & federal &agency that administers the labor laws. looked
at that particular situations, that it was a tribal cperation.
tribal sawmill on a ieservation cutting tribal timber. and held
that the Naticnal Labor Relations Act did not apply. That
Congress didn’t attend that law to apply for Tribes.

Now there are two cother cases that I know of and I think these
are the only three that have dealt with that issue. One of them
arcse on the Navajo reservation where the employer was a Non-
Indian company cperating on the reservaticn. but the company was
a private corporation and it wasn’t an Indian company. And in
that case the Mational Labor Relations Roard throuah the Federal
Court held that the MNaticnal Labor FRelaticons Act did apply to
that companys even though it was cperating on the reservation.
The guestion wasn’t whether it was cperating on the reservation
or mot, it was whether or not the employer was the Tribe. And
those cases are the two extremes,
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There was & third case which arcse cn the Devile Lake Sicusn
Reservation in North Dakota. It°s kind of in the middle. in
that case there was & corporation that was formed but the Devil’s
Lake Sicux Tribe cwned S51% of the corporation and the EBrunswick
Company cwned the cther 49%, but the Brunswick company totally
ran the cperation. they were the managements they made the labor
decicsions. etc. And in that case it was held that the Naticnal
Laber Relations Act did apply because it wasn’t an Indian
company.

The issue that before has been raised here in connection with the
strike is a charge was attempted to be filed with the Maticnal
Labor Relaticns FEoard saying that Warm Springs Forest Froducts
Industries had to comply with the Natiocnal Labor Relations Act,
and that petition was referred by the lccal General Ccocuncil
office of the Naticnal Labor Relaticns Board to their Washington
Office. a part of +that is called that is called an Advice
Division. And to assure them whether or not they shcould accept
that charge or not, and that hasn®t been decided. I den™t know
why 1t hasn®t been decided and I don®t know whether the election
has anything to do with it or what. That’s what the issue is
whether or not this cperaticn is like Fort Apaches or is it more
like the Devils Lake Sigux case; it is obvicusly not like the
Navajc case where it is totally a Noen-Indian company.

Nelscns you®ve got the minutes of October 13, 19883 read on those
and try to get some of the points cut of it. I think Mike will
summarize 1t a little later. Right now we’ve had three Chiefs of
all the Indians that we have tcday. And cur Tribe has been very
proud that & Wasco Indian got there——-kKenny Smith. Soif ve
coulds we have been having meetingss we’re trying to lcok at cur
Tinances., the Tribe’s whole finances. income, savings. what we
cspend and how we spends and maybe Ken might tcuch on scome of that
or whatever. p ’

Fen Smith, it is & real pleasure tc be here among a good many

llascos cut there. And I1°d 1like to thank Nelsons he has been a
super Chief. He’s my Chief and I've worked with him for a good
many Yyears. I know when I first went to work with the Tribe in

1959, Welson was the Chief, and whenever we had big issues on the
table, I always liked to see Nelson sitting there because 1 know
he has got a lot of knowledge, and anywhere he went he wanted to
do the best thing for his pecple. So I really like to see Nelson
there whenever we talk about & big issue in the Council room.

Moet of you know that I was raised by my grandparents all through
the years and I learmed & lot of things from them. A lot of my
acod values come from my grandparents——but we doe learn the good
éhings when we’re arowing up, and I learned all my good things

KEN SMITH
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from my grandparents: to have respect for my elders. respect for
cther pecples respect for my neighbars, be honest. be productive.
One of the things they tocld me was to get cocut and get an
education because your going to have to eurvive in thie world.

I remember my grandmcther telling me you go get an educaticns you
ccme back here and work for this Tribe and do something for your
pecplesy and heopefully. I've been able to accomplish part of that
and I went toc school and came back and worked for the Tribe,
worked for @22 years. And as Nelson indicated, I decided to take
the job back in D.C. for four years and that was an educaticn and
quite an experience. Of course &s you all know I came back and
resigned after the Tirst term and now again. I°'m working with
the Tribe as a consultant for them. And I might add, back there
1t 1= not an easy job being an Assistant Secretary.

We may react toc what the Bureau does cometimes. we may chew them
cuts but when it gets right down to its I think they have worked
with us, supported us, assisted us in times when we really needed
them. And I would think that if we did away with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs today., that & good many Tribes would fall flat on
their face. And there would be very few Tribes that would be
strong encugh to survive that fall. And I think the Bureau is
going to be around for ‘a goed many vyears and that trust
relaticnship will be there for a geod number of years.

And what Nelscon indicated, I guess we’ve all got concerns where

cur Tribe is going. We all know we®ve got many problems.s & lot
of pecple procblems. we’ve got drugs, we’ve got alcochol. we’ve got
pcor work habitss pecple aren’t productive anymore. We can all

icck back when we were growing up with cur friends here. scme of
us that were colder, that we tad to work, we had to pick
potatoess we had to pick berries, pick huckleberries, we fished,
we grew gardenss we were &ll productive. We didn’t depend on the
government. We didn’t depend on the federal government. we
didrn’t depend on the Tribal Government.

And for some reascons through those years I think we went astray
someplace. We don’t have that attitude anymore, that self-esteem
that makes us productive &and good workers. We have got to deal
with that, and it’s got to come from the pecple themselves. 1
don’t think any person can change it. I think it*s got to come
from within youreelf, to change that. And I think the government
here can help support going through that pericd of times but I
think we’ve got to change it.

kKen continued, &and we’ve been loocking at cur finances for the
last twe dayss, &and this is what we’ve been working with the
Council with. I think the Tribe is in a very good financial
poeition &and we are trying to make some long-range approach



WASCO MEETING
Navember 3. 1988
Fage 14

plans. We are lcocoking at our revenue in about 20 yearss we’'re
leoking &t what maybe cur budget will bes we’rEe lcoking at some
of the capital projects that we’ve been talking about &as you

knocwe we just passed the Museum. We will be talking about an
Early Childhood Center shortly. We will be talking about & new
Health Clinic next year. And I°m sure those will be discussed

with the membership and thocse large projects may be brought to a
reterendum next year.

Eut those are the things we’re looking at. we’re locoking at other
capital projects, we’re locoking &t how do we create jobs. what

about cur economys we have got & lot of pecple unemplayeds so
we’'re lcoking at a number of things and we’re trying to project
cut how are we going to create those jobs. have they got to be
guality jobss and sc those are the things we are working with.

At the =ame time I think the Tribe is trying to preserve csome of
their money. A couple three vyears agc they set up the
scholarship/trust fund, we set up the senicr citizen trust fund,
and we find that if we vest those mocnies preperly in a cocuple of
years those funds should be self-sustainings they cshould always
create encugh meoney to have scholarships frem here cn cut. And
there’s encugh mcney in the senicr citizens fund to carry it from
here cn out, that they will be protected,; educaticn and senicr
citizen. I think that was a good move by the Tribal Council.

We are lcoking at cther things. We are fortunate toc have a
rescurces we are fortunate to have the dollars, and we are saying
maybe it is time we started putting socme away. savingss sc we're
talking abocut that issue tomorrows is putting some away for the
future generatiocns, 1like cocur elders dids they preserved the
timber rescurce. etc.., and now we are benefitting from it. But
will we always have that timber irescurce. There’s a changing
envircnment cut there and something could happen. and we’ve got
to put some money away for future generations so we coculd always
have some money coming in a&all the time and we have gat to
diversify.

Those are the things right now that we’re struggling with.
Council I am sure will come cut with some good recommendaticons
pecause we have got pretty good leaders and we have always had
great leaders in the past, and I'm sure we’ll continue to have
those kinds of pecple.

I might add, when I was in Washirngton, and what I have learned
here with this Tribe, there’s two things that I was trying to do
when I was in charge of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Ones to be
cuccessful in any area vyou had to have a foundation in Native
Countrys or in any cperation, or any naticn, and that foundation
was you have to have good, strong Tribal Government. You would
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have to go to combat, if yeou don’t have a geoed strong Tribal
Government, your not going to succeed, no reservation is going to
succeed. The Tribe here 1is very fortunate that vyou have
established that foundation.

If you could go on cut and visit other Tribes. you would be glad
to come back to Warm Springs and see what's happening here. It’e
just like being & U.S. Citizeny if you go cut to New Mexicos or
Africa, or some of these cther countries and come back to the
United States. vyou say thank God for America. And if yau went
cut and visited cther reservations you would be glad and very
proud of Warm Springs, the things we’ve acccomplished, etc. But
agains we’re not through. we’re not done. we’ve got a long ways
6 Qo. There will be cther people like yous great leadership as
we’ve had. And I think are going to sclve our problems.

At this time the flcor was cpen Tor questions.

Tommy Kalamas what kind of enterprise are vyou locoking at for
creating jobs?

Ken Smith, we are lcoking at remanufacturing, and the added value
cf what you produce in the mill, that would be cne thing. And we
are locking at maybe expanding tourism in some way or another.
One of the cother things we’re lcocoking at is how do we spin off of
some cof the things that the government is doing that  an
“entrepreneur can do or a Tribal Member could do and set up his
acwn  business. Like the janitorial, maintenance programs,; we
shouldn’t even be cperating a garage—-—-that should be cowned by a
Tribal Member. Those types of things <hould be spun coff.

What we’ve done is we made an assessment of some of the thinking
on the reservation and we’ve examined it and now we’'re trying to
develcp an economic action plan that we®ll be presenting to the
Cocuncil in Januarys, and hopefully they’11 approve that action
plan and we’ll move forward in econcmic development. ;

Zanes I have always loocked &t Nelson as being the head chief
because he i1s the Senior Chief that we have on the reservation,
and Ken spocke a 1little bit about leadership qualities. That is
what I think helps &ll of us on Councils, by being that., not
afraid to disagree when we see some of us interpreting something
a little differently than it 'should bes he isn’t afraid to
disagree. He®1ll straighten us cut. And those words of wisdom, I
have great respect for Nelson as & leader and as a man.

I feel proud tc be in this place, I think it’s great that we can
have & place like this where we can get together. It serves a
useful purpocse for us and we can be up here away from the world
and have visits with one anocther and have TlIT.
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The business of selecting & Sub-Chief is scomethimg that is vew to
us because we haven't dene that, that I can reccllect for a long
time, that nrone of us know how to go about deoing that again.
That’s why we have gocod leader and I'm  sure trust in the pecple
that are here that we’'11 pick & real good Sub-Chief.

We talked & little bit about the financial position of the Tribe.
We are today in pretty gocod cshape, but this Council and future
Council®s have to find ways of getting more revenues for the
Tribe because cur pPoepulaticon is expanding quite rapidly. which is
good. It forces us to come up with ways to satisfy the needs of
cur pecples where do we house them, how do we get them a place to
stay where they can be by themselves cor if they want they will
alsc have neighbors, that’s tocugh to do.

We have lots of land. but getting the utilities to those homes
socmetimes is & problem because of the lack of close water. And
scmetimes we see good pieces of land that are cwned by a lot of
different pecple, small cwnerships, and that is some thing that
causes some anxiety. probably anxiety because we might have a
real good spot and they can®t build there because they do not cwn
that land.

But the recent referendum is going to build something that we’ll
all be proud of because we have a lot of artifacts that will go
in there. And as we go along the different things that are done
there we will be proud of, we will be able to learn scmething
&bout curselves, why we are here, what cur forefathers were all
abocuts and how we <sometimes take it for granted what they left
for us to enjoay. I think cur pecple are fortunate that we can
ccme together and feel closes we're &1l friends. all of us are
sort of related ta cone ancother. And we vrespect and love each

cther.

Nelsocn, now we’ll cpen the flocor to suggesticns as to how you
feel you want to go about discussing the business that we had set
cut to do. Traditiconally back, you would have had hereditary or
somebody that the principal Chief would select from the different
villages. That isn’t possible and even going through a lot of my
close kinfolk that couldn’t cccur either.

So this is the way that the pecple went about it, and we hadn’t
had & Sub-Chief for I don’t recall how many years now that Alfred
Smith passed on. He wae just assuming that besides being the
lead hunter and director of the fishery pecple that came from the
longhouse &long with the root diggers and the cothers that helped.
I haven’t been active in those areas, but I still watch them and
so what you will be doing is to reassess to what you said in your

minutes, 1 don’t recall exactly, but maybe Mike will have to
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summarize some of that so that we understand that maybe you have
set yocur gqualificaticns tco high and trying to come to some kind
ot & conclusicon that would get you somecne.

with ailments

And I'm speaking of everycne of us go through life
some

and different things., scmetimes we're fine and can go CnNe
live to be & ripe old age, and <=scme start having problems and
then once they start well it seems like pecple die cne way. And
not that I am planning on going on beyocnd, but I had to take that

intc consideration.

I hate <ceeing cur people sitting for cver a year like Uncle Joe
passed ocn and we stand for a long time with no Sub-Chief cor a
Chief, and that isn’t good because our pecple always
traditicnally had leaders that they lcoked to spiritually
assicstance,. and we had religicus leaders and cur pecple always
didn”t have a separation of churches like cur constitution speaks
to. We didn’t have those kind of leaders. so this is the reason
that your being asked and I know it’s a hard task because we
are...] was <citting down with one of my nephews and I started to
go through who passed away, and I got to Cascade Lockss up the
rivers up Wolfe Canycns; Sidwalter Flat, and we start naming &ll

the different pecple.

And Jimmy Macy has been lcoking through documents and he shared
with me and then when 1 1looked at its well we were the same
pecple again we were talking about 1likey Yeeogo (phonetic),
Sulumguts (phonetic)s and some of those pecple that were close
because I have a have a picture in the house that shows Sulumgut
and Yeowuts standing and Clifford Meacham was standing on the
bench, he was just a 1little feller, but that was the family
tcgether. The cousins in Charley Jackson®s family. Eut we got
toc getting through calling all the different cnes the Switzlers.
Folkss EBrunces, how they related to the Fainusch (phonetic)
family. And the only one that we’re kind of lost or we know who
belongs is Alaglocchin (phonetic) and Tuschela (phonetic). that®s
the two that we were talking about. And we finally got
straightened up on Fa-inush (phonetic) but we have history of Pa-
inush (phonetic) to this cocne sitting on that 1little bench there,
and that runs back intc their family. That was the last Chief

under the Treaty.

I speak of the Treaty because tcday more than ever it has to be
by the Treaty, in defining what the sovereign powers were. The
Chieftainship had the sovereign power to sign and cede about ten

million acres. When we talk about cur reservation and cother
reservations, we talk about & sovereignty. We must have land to
be sovereign. You have to have land, that is why we are so

fortunate when cur pecple never completely lost in the allotment
eact. It did do some damage to us.
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Today we have cur constitution and by-laws sc we try &s best we
can toc go along with that. But it deces talk about Chiefs and
Sub-Chiefs. if vyou have & ChieT you have & Sub-Chief or &

religicus leader to guide the Chief. This things are traditicnal
customs that we look at.

Sa maybe we can get Mike to summarize the minutes of the last
meetings; get the highlights of ity and ycu can think a&about it
are you ready or do you want to wait to further. becauce I think
that cur pecple are starting toc realize more that we are a native

pecples and always have been. We don’t want to cause & break in
cur groups we need to pull tocgether strong because whether or not

vou voted vyes on the museum thing we <still feel that when we
spoke to you pecple here that vou thought about 1t and you
exercicsed your right ocver the sovereign. We reccgnized that.

Mike Clementss gcod evenings and I want to pay my racspects to MIKE CLE
Melecn. Larrys Ken and Dennis, and respects to all of cur elders.

1 thank vyou for coming here and begin to starting the Chieftain
process.

In terms of Nelson and as I understand he is trying toc do 1is he
ie at that time lcooking for people to help him, he’s at that age
where he needs help and I know he has come here to ask the
pecple. He cocmes here asking about the qualificaticons of pecple
that can begin to take a leadership rale in the Wasco way. And
qualifications is impcrtant tco. I realize that, and cur families
we have been attached toc the leadership or pretecting the Wasco
pecple from the time we came here and the constitution. we have
had leadership and rnot today’s leadership. But now it is time to
look to the younger generation.

e tzlked socme about the qualificaticns in the last meeting. And
2 number of pecple stepped forward and expressed their desires or
were speaking for families or ancestry or their rcoots of pecple
that were identified as Wasco leaders. ,

¢ we have & guestion, what do you want to see in the leadership.
5c we named out a number of things, we talked about a person
peing &ble to epeak the languaage, pecple that need to know the
pasts they need toc know the ways—--the sacred waye of the Wasco
pecple. We talked about you have to have the knowledge of the
families, of the history, that they would have to understand what
goes on in the Tribe. They would have to be well respected. The
person would have to be well looked upon. That person would be
asble to go ocut and represent the pecple and we would be proud of
that. And then the list goes down and if you’ll read through the
minutes, you will see thoee individuals that expressed their
feelinags about those gualifications. And 1 think there agains
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those pecple that do <step forward and express themselves about
qualifications. and after thinking about it and lecoking at thems
I think about them and I think we understand that we want further
guidances how many pecple understand the old ways of the Wasco
pecple. Who do we have here that is &able to do these things.

I think what Nelson is asking is that somebody has to step
forward that is willing to learn some of these things. they have
to be able to make time to come here to this locdge and learn
those ways. We need pecple to begin learning and taking on the
next generation to come. That is a sericus matter. And cone of
the things that we don’t want to see happen is for us to split
inte factionss familiess it should be based on what we believe to
be the best persocn or pecple. We need to look at who would be
willing to be able to accept this, so that’s the essence of cur
meeting.

We had a presentation on the Museum and as you know the
referendum has passed, that part of cur history if you will, that
the Museum 1is in the preocess of looking for finances and then
will go on to be built when exactly we can’t say right now.:s or
those pecple will be gathering more money. As I understand it
cnce they get the finances. the constructicn will be abocut an 18-
24 month project to get the facility actually built. =

Alsc in the meantime, as we are considering these things we also
have to look to those cther things that we want. Pecple in the
community believe the Learning Center is the number cne priority,
and I don’t disagree with that, and never did. But ocn the cther
hand the Museum was ready, the financing was possible to be
pulled tcgether, but I believe that the Learning Center Procject
is still the number cone pricrity for the Tribe, that we didn’t
turn ageainst that facility, the Learning Center and possibly a
Day Care Facility. So talk to your representatives. I think that
is the place toc go, let them know your feelings: - - ‘ i

We have the Health Center and other projectss the Shopping
Center. Right now, we are considering work on the Learning
Center and that needs to be done as socn as possible. There
again something we want to encourage you pecple that the Council
or the leadership was not coverlcocoking that preoject. We ask you
te come forward in the Comprehensive Plan and come to the
longhouses énd express your feelings, that was the number one
project. I don’t think we’ve ever forgotten that.

Aaes we went throughs vou will read in the minutes the number of
pecple that stepped forward to express their feelings about the
Sub-Chief. In the end it was asked for more time. The pecple
caid we’re not here tonight to say who, or to give any names,
that we want to go back home and talk with our pecple and begin
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tc research in ocur ocwn minds possibly who to select from. And
that time it was asked that Nelscon schedule ancther meeting so
that we could come +together again and get further guidance on
where we are at this point.

Nat everybody that was &t the last meeting is here tonight, but I
think quite & few of uss, by the 1list in the back vyou will see
that we bhad right around 80 pecples those are quite a number and
I think we will have scmething <similar tonight. There again I
think Nelsocn is here loocking for some help from us to express
cur feelings about what it is about cur feelings about what 1t is
they want to see in the Sub-Chief, what they’ve heard about the

gualifications, 1t sounds like we’re looking for superman and he
probably isn“t arcund.

I think that we a&all have to admit inside of curselves that we
want to be impressed, and it weoculd be pretty hard to find that
person that we all hope to find. So there might be socme give and
take ocn these gqualifications. We need to think csericusly about
that and give Nelson more guidance, I am assuming by the comments
tonight that we still need more time beyond this to speak with
cur families. I know at some point we are going to have to do
that.

But frem cur area in Sidwalter there has been expression by the
pecple there to have a meeting to talk about perhaps socme names
that we could offer. Right now & meeting is scheduled arcund
Thanksgiving time as I understand it, and sc those pecple that
want toc come tcgether and talk about just who it is  in what
families would that be to take on that kind of responsibility.

I think those are there and locking at the leaderships and again
1 feel very fortunate toc have traveled arcund the cocuntry as a
Tribal representative and alsc a&as & representative of the Wasco
pecple. We are a nation that have pecple that are hard warkers.
In just looking arcund the room as I lock at the youna pecples I
have a2 respect for them that they tocc will da right when their
time comes.

But it 1is time for us to get down to hard work and I think we
really need to consider the pecple that step forward to take on
this responsibility. I think we should help cur Chief as best we
can do that. We are going to need the help of the elders and
pecple that can give us the parts of the past to help us make a
good decisions and we’ve got to have the parts of the past that
will help wus make a good decision., I can stand before you as a
perscn that testifies that I do not know you, and I would need a
great deal of help in corder to do the best job I can in making
that decision as just to who would be these pecple that we wcould
offer to lead our nation,
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I spocke & little about that the last times &and the pecple in our
Agency, it kind of struck me when Ralph got up and made a
statement last time because I really don’t know who I am or where
I come from and if that’s a problems I have the same problem. 1
know that my pecple and the elders that brought me up tauaht me
the values as far as a lot of the past. it was kind of like Kenny
said-—gc and get an education and come back to work for the
pecple. I know there was pecple that have been living here all
the long time and you know many of the things that we don®t know.
Sc we’re going to have to take time to learn that. and that will
be a challenge. : i

But for now I think the question that we have is what do you want
to see in terms of a Sub-Chief. and at some point we need to make
an cffer of the pecple that we ask, and do that in a real sericus

way. That was pretty much the meeting. We thank Nelscn. many of _

us the first time we had stepped into this lcdge and we can feel
the tocgetherness that it brings, the pride in watching pecple,
that we have a place to come. I think those are all good things.

Now it’s time to sit down and do the hard work and like Nelson
said we have to do it together. And it has to be the pecple.
Scmetimes we think that’s not easys but if we come back in these
kind of meetings, I just hope that we cffer names or whatever and
we take a look at the qualifications and consider those people
and not do it in anyway that is disrespectful. I think vyou all
knocw that we have been taught cone another, respect the ways,
respect the process, and I don’t know of any better prcoccess than

what your going through here. And 1 always said that even
representing your Tribe, the gqovernment that we have is not
comparable to any cther. cne. This is the best cne right here.

If we come together as a Tribe, things can work to the benefit of
the pecople. s

The floor was then cpen for cpen discussion.

Tommy Kalama, I would 1like to talk about the some of the clder
elders that are not here. The cnes that we do have here that
know Wasco songs and some of the younger cnes over here that know
Waeco songs, maybe not the language. When Daisy was talking
about maybe we are looking for a superhumans and I know that a
lot of us vyouno people have been told by cur parents and
grandparents that we should go to college and get an education
and be able to take care of yourself in the white man’s world. A
lot of us have done that.

Somewhere down the line when we were growing up not realizing it,
a lot of us younger pecple my age have lost their languages Warm
Springs, Wasco and Paiute. I think we are very fortunate to be

OPEN
DIScuss1

TOMMY KA
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able toc Wasco dance and €ino some of the songs & little bit, and
myself, I'm guilty of not using the Wasco songss 1 used to sing
them &ll the time.

But I remember when 1 was very little it seemed 1like socme of
those times were the happiest times when we were Wasco dancing,
and it is part of a Wasco’s 1ife, the enjoyable part, community
or social time was Wasco dancings singings and being tcocgether.
And I would like to invite the elders to teach the ycunger cones
to €1ing and Wasco dance maybe at the Longhouse cnce a month
because that’ce where we learned. We would sit on the side and my
grandma Eva Polk or somebody would say you get cut there and you
Wasco. 1’d get ocut there and Wasccoc dance and Nelson would teach
us the proper song with the proper dance. And now a lot of the
Wasco dancers they don’t dance encugh and they forget the dance.
NMoaw Nelson has got to correct us and tell us nos it’s this ways
yvyour supposed to go that way. I think we should &all start
learning the Wasco dancing &gain. We’re all human beings,; but I
think if I had a choice when I was little I would have chose to
speak the Indian language, Warm Springs and Wascc.

I know a lot cof times when we asked Nelson to hold a session he
was busys there was a lot of different traveling to Washington,
D.C., and he was tired. That’s why I feel that we should rely on
cur elders that know the songs and us vyounger cones will try and
learn.

It seems 1like there 1is more Wascos sitting down in the audience
watching the dancing, putting on the hide things learning which
way it goes cn & man and on & woman. Learning scome of the good
songs and dance like the cougar dances the bear dances we had a
let of good times Wasco dancing. I"ve got & couple Wascos in my
family and I1°d like them to learn.

When we're talking about this superhuman superman Sub-Chief that
knows the culture and the white mans ways the military way,
educated, etc.., maybe we cught to think about lowering cur
qualifications feor Sub-Chief.

Larry Dicks, 1I°d just 1like to say & few words. Leooking for this
superman or superhuman amcengst us is pretty hard. I think we
cant find nobody--we might——but it is going tc be very hard to
find this person to take the Chiefs place in the Wasco. Knowing
cur cultural +traditiconal, fitting intoc the modern woerld today is
scmething. The years that I stayed up here I  have watched him
and a lot cof things that 1 gathered is what he sat down and
showed mes told me. Most of the things that I got froem him--he
spoke-—it wasn’t from reading & book, because he sat down until
midnight or 2:00 in the morning and reads, reading all these
constitutional by-laws and the Treaty Rights of what’s going on.
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what has to be done so that we could have it done for cur pecple.

And he goes along and we travel toegether, he tells me what is
happening, what has tc be done. A lot of the things that he does
I don”t de. I am a perscny I am . an cutdeer persons and at the
same time I want to learn about cur traditicnal and cultural
ways.

I have learned and it’s hard. He asked me if I wanted this
position and I told him nos I don’t fit the qualifications that
you have. I don’t think I have that high educaticn like some of
these pecple have working for uss Mikes Zanes, Ralphs Dennis,
Fermmys I got a lot of respect for you guys for what you guys are
doing for our pecple. And I believe that a 1lot of the Wasco
pecple today working for cur Tribe are doing & lot of the work
Tor cur pecple. And I want to thank thecse pecple.

But right now, we’re here to choose or even have names that will
tit the Sub-Chief position. And we are all going to come up here
and keep telling stories how we were raised. I remember when I
was raised, I thought I was being raised and taught the right way
until I came to the Agency and had to go to school and 1 lost
everything. Only time I remember these ways is when- I got down
there, down North Junctiocn below Kahneeta where I was born.
That®s the ocnly time. that’s my cnly hunting grounds that 1 go
to.

I hear a lot of different stories about pecple hew I go cut and
poachs how I go cut and kill deer for the fun of it. that’s the
way I wasn’t raised. I was raised where 1 had toc bring

everything home. The Wasco way is slowly drifting away. And
Tommy is right, but every time we mention about havina somebady
come up and teach this Wasco -dance and singing so that we can
learn, nobody <hows up. He 1s right about Uncle Nelson being
Eired o off to  D.Cs But it’s wus, the individuals curselves,
there’s @ lot of pecple come up and ask me when you going to
sing, when you going toc dance again. It seems like every time we
get s=omething set, nobody shows up, two and three people.

But at this time we are lcoking for names to fit this position.
I know 1it’s very hard for us. They had an interview over at Mt.
Hood Community College they call it Confederated Tribes the two
worlds, cur world and the white mans world they called the world
today. There is a lot of things happening in this weorld today.
The one we chooses the ocne that person’s got to look ahead and
know what’s happening.

And cur  youngsters there’s a lot of pecple, youngsters. the cnes
1 grew up with, there’s only a few of them left. All the cnes I
buried, I dressed them, I put them away, there’s only a few of"
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them left. that’s counting myself.

Seems like every time I go scomeplace there’s somebody talking to
mes they want to commit <uicide., how would & person react to
that. It’s very hard when a persocn comes up to you and tells you
that he’'s going to shoot himself cor hang himself. They are
afraid to talk to their parents, they doen’'t want to talk to them.
It's really hard. He then spoke about suicidal issues.

Tedays the only thing I think about is trying tc live tcday and
help my pecples help them in the best way I can. the best way I
know how. And scmetimes that’s even hard because there’s times 1

think I'm lcst. Seems like my direction ain’t going the way it’s
suppcsed to be going. I still have twoc more years, maybe three
more years of learning before I complete what I'm doings and them
two-there yeare is really hard, each day I struggle.

Sonas &re very hard, llasco songss medicine €0nNgs. 1 keep Singing
these songs to memorize them. Them two songs that Nelscn sang at
the beginning, I almcst forgot those songs until he sang them &nd
they just kind of came back tc me really slow. Because we don’t
hardly sing Wasco songs anymore. There’s nobody arcund but even
a few of the elders. I was telling them we need to get down and
put these Wasco songs on tape for me, the only way I°m listening
is when I’m traveling by myselfs I put an earphone con. That’s
the cnly way I'm going to learn, I'm not with you all the time.
My job and his job don’t keep us tocgether anymore. We all have
to work to survive.

What I am saying now is we need some names and we are asking you.
1t i a very hard choice amocngst uss I believe that the Wasco
pecple are the strongest on this Tribe and have the knowledge and
the education. And I know this choice is very hard amongst uss
trying to find a csuperhuman or csuperman that has the
qualificaticons, is what I was just reading from the minutes.

Daisy lke, I do believe these standards we are not asking too
much . Remember you are protecting cur Treaty rights for cur
children to be. You have the responsibility for traditicnal
meals and all these cther things that have toc be adhered toc. How
many of us are willing to make that commitment. How many of us
are going to be available with food for the pecple, to have your
wivee, sistere, aunts, brothere hunting, your nephews. How many
of you are willing to make sure that his traditiconal cutfit is
repaired, that the beadwork is like 1t should be? That there is
encuagh food to feed anybody?

Asking for namee tonight 1 etill think is tcoo scon. Alec other
traditional responsibilities--and please don’t ask us to call
cut namee when we are not ready. It is our decision when we are

DAISY IKE
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ready to put these names forward and I think that we need more
time.

i think we need more discussion because this is & big
responsibility for <somecne. We have +toc be somecne willing to
make not  only the commitment to the Council table, but alsc the
cemmitment that is going to be needed to the pecples because it
1s a hardship and the rest I think Nelson can tell us tonight.

I remember listening te my mom ceming back when they were talking
abcut the war bonnet. When Nelson was selected I remember mamma
wondering who cur Chief is going to marry so that we could have a
head cock tonight. I came to say this is a responsibility that
can’t be taken lightly and looking at the names con this Treaty, I
think each one of us families chould meet and come up with a name
and then I believe that maybe spring time we can share those
names. Don't run up there and grab the war bonnet if vyour not
willing to make that commitment with your family behind yocu. If
you really love your people the way vou says then don’t talk two
mcuths to  them. If your family is ready to cook every Sunday,
&nd use your ocwn money. When your family makes this commitment,
yewr family has to give from the heart. That is what your
talking abcut, it is a hard thing to de.

Frosanna Williamss I'm proud of my children, they have really
taken interest. not for themselves. I’m proud that they are
thinking of somecne that they truly can trust., put a lot of their
faith 1in, and I think that’s good. Because the last time I
didn”t want to say anything so I didn’t talk. knowing as this was
interpreteds I read the old minutes and I wiched a lot of you
folks could get ahold of the clds the criginal minutes that is in
the archives tocday. The minutes of day-tc-day of the Treaty, and
pecple as we know at that time. wha they were and why they were
there. I tell my children almost weekly at the tableés this is
what happened, this is part of the history.

When I got married into the FKatchia family. that old man there
wes important documents that they held that was presented by the
United States President, documents that was given at that time to
& recognized Wasco Chief. And I read them. 1 looked at them, it
wae & beautiful parchment that should have been in ocur archives
" todays a copy of it anyhow. The flag that was presented for the
Weeco pecple--the Wasco Tribe. The big metal that was presented
te the Wasco Tribes and at that time Kenny Smith's grandmather
acsked me to ask the old man if he could display those things so
that Wasco pecple could see cwnership of scomething that they had
eccomplished in  their lives, that they were reccgnized for.
Because 1t was presented to them for their achievement, for their
help for many cutetanding things that took place. And this is
the history 1 keep inside and I share only with my children.

WILLIAM
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It’s a longs long history and when I hear vou folks say todays
time and we got to go with todays way of life.s no.

My dear pecple, the bible never did change. And that’s the way
Indian values are. Indian values should never change. And
Indian valuee has many thinge, honesty, & truthful way of life as
vou lived it day toc days and many cother things that they put with
it. This was the way that pecple lived at that time.

In 1937s my father and my mother were asked tc come in the Agency
pecple called them in, &and they were asked toc care for the
religious spiritual part of life in the Agency area. take care of
the Longhouses that will be your responsibility for the rest of
vour life. At that time they were reccgnized as being head of
the longhouse and they took care cof all the traditional
gatherinags in the Longhouse.

Taday. that’s fallen down. Eecause of illness I let it go down
hoping somebody would pick it ups hoping pecple like maybe Daisy
and her family would come and drum and do some things fTor other
pecple that I feel we have been doing &all cur lives and will
prebably continue to de it until the day we check cut. We have
when these things are brocught up and it’s true, I'm listening to
my children r+ight now. they in their own mind have searched and
feel that they have found a person that they would like to be in
this position. It’s not either one of them, but somecne that
they respect and socmecne that they truly have confidence in, and
I°'m going to support them and teach them as they walk along in
seekings never mind the things asbout what you should be and how
you cheould be. what vyou have received and what you have not
received. That’s not in the Treaty.

I lock at these names, I heard a lot of talk about them, but 1
know the history of some of these peocple that’s on this document.
And we have pecple itting here that are part of these pecple.
She then continued with stating several Indian names reccgnized
cn the list.

A man that I heard many stories about who died in battles, he died
in the Snake Sheshone BRanncck War, he went fight for his pecple
and that® s where he lost his life (cstated an Indian name). The
pecples his great-great grand daughter was still livings not tcoco
long she died.

She then read some cother Indian names. indicating csome are nct
spelled right in this document.

And those are the kind of pecple maybe you need to lcok at first
ie what I am hearing the children saying and then go back from
there. Because certain arocups of pecple on this reservation
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Supported certain parts of certain groups of pecple. One group
supparts cone group and another group that supported ancther
aroup. s

I sat in on many of these meetings in the 40°s where they talked
abocut getting a Chiefs a Wasco Chief, of finding cnes; electing
cne. And I heard when the late Otwai Annie had Eernice put that
war beonnet on Kenny as his recegniticn as going back to D.C.s she
was st proud of him tc make that step forward intoc a world of
great chiefs. And I heard a lot of criticism that times but I
told them I was present when Kacugh (phonetic) put & bonnet on
Gecrge Meacham, I was there at the cld Longhouse. I remember
and I can still visualize what happened there. Soc when I talk I
talk of real happenings and 1 share these with my children
because my father was related to manys many of the Wasco pecple.
The river pecople acknowledged this in Lyle (Washington), they
reccagnize this, they know him, they know what blocdline he was
fram.

Eut I hope with goed thoughts and good feelings that you folks
are going to make good decisicns. But think about coming to the
Longhouse and praying about these things. Think about that is
the spiritual place fer spiritual gatherings like here. This is
& spiritual hcouse that holds many, many things that some could
csee and socome cannat see. I wanted to share this with you because
I am not in possessicn of the minutes. I give a set to Otway
(Sheriff Quinn) (phonetic). I had copies made: we lent these
papers to our brother and I hope scmeday that it comes back to
us.

Buford Johnson, I am glad to be part of the Wasco people. One
cf the gualifications of Wasco Sub-Chiets and I believe anycne of
us Wascocs are super. So I think we can look at each other in the
eye and say that. I have always claimed that and I think
everyocne of us in this room the way we grew up we a&all knew our
reotss, we're all proud to be that. One of the things on my mind
living &ll these years is they were cur true leadership of this
Tribe has been the Wascos., And that 1is one of the things I'm
really proud of. In &ll cur endeavors in the Tribal Council and
cur Waeco pecple that have been represented on the Tribal
Council, they make the major decisions. It’s hardly in any
organization you find them in every group.

One of the things I find on the criteria your asking for this
perscn is they’ve got to realize it is a public service job in
that type of situation. Your going to find that your not going
tc be able to please everybody, but you have got to take into
consideration &ll questions and try to do what you think is best
for the majority.

BUFORD
JOHNSON
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When vou start individualizing decisicns, down the rocad  vou will
Tind vou might have prcocblems. -

I thinks 1like the cther pecple here, we are mot going toco come up
with any names. But cne of the things I hopes like Mike eluded
to earlier is that we don’t want to be fracticnized, we have got
te be & pecple as a whole Bnd we have got to take a really goed
lcok: &t the pecple being considered for this position.

There was =& suggesticn of why not two Sub-Chiefs, socmecne clder
than Nelscn. But I think everyocne of us in this locdge that is
cne of the things we have all got to learn. I think this is a
=tep forward for all of us and all of wus ealize that cur
traditions are down the tube. We used to all dance at one time
when we were young. It has got to be revived. One of the things
I said before is Nelscocn is a gift to us. his knowledge about cur
traditions, he comes and gives us help--he is &alwavys sharing our
traditiocne. I am proud to have Nelson for his leadership
qualities. But I think the individual in the Sub-Chief position
will grow into it with the tuter of Nelson and the aother pecple
within their Tribe will come to. But- I think <come cof the
gualificaticns like 1 say we’re all peers in here. we are Wascos
and we are all supericor.

Nelson, it seems like we are not going to come to any conclusicons
and it has always been traditicn that you think things cver and
when you do make decicsicns it’s usually right. This 1is what I
always tell the Council scometimes we get rushed with somethings
somebody wants something approved vight nows it’s an emergency.
and we're put on the spoct. we can’t have time to think about 1t.
Like cur clder pecple used toc sit, I always like to relate. I°d
zsk my uncle Jim Falmer scme of the names that I carry (Indian
rnames) and & scout (Indian name) was my Chieftain name. he was &
Chief and had contact with the bustian.

So you take your time and I will wait and whenever vou want to
meet to discuss ity usually 1t will be for some other traditional
teachings because the 1865 Treaty the way you found this evening
wae something that we did not know about.

We always just heard about it and 1 have read a laot of history
and gone back to come of the Superintendents of Indian Affairs
and the Agents before the reservation, the Superintendents was
cstationed in Salem, the Agents were local for the different
recervations. But he made the reports to all the different
reservations and in these reports, and then the Agents reports of
the 1865 Treaty was talked &bout because the Indians strongly
cpposed once they found cut what they were trying to do to them,
but it didn’t stop them from going to and fro. Because once the
Yakima’e had the Winncs {phonetic) and was ocverruled on that,
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that alsc gave us back, but it reaffirmed that we had the Treaty
right to go to and back to cur gathering and fishing areas. Sco
then that Supreme Cocurt Ruling, that applied to us because it was
& Treaty interpretation +hat the Supreme Ccocurt made. So you
could go down different thirgs and find that was fraudual because
the Agent at the time, the great white father at that time was
mislead and 1t has to be a fraudual Treaty and he didn’t
reccanize it.

Sa when HAbby Meacham (phonetic) wrote his reports gand hiswwhole™
history of what he did during those ' timesy“he wrote in there too:
alsc that the 1965 Treaty was never reccgnized because the PETSCN
‘that had the written it had taken off and never did return. So
they never could prove that there was really signed. But ‘it has
taken care of the reports so we don’t really worry about its
understandings that was the reascn I wanted him (Dennis Karnopp)
to do that because you need a historical backgrcund of everything
that has occurred, the time of the begirming when we first
cstarted meeting pecple in 1792 when Captain Gray first came into
the mouth of the Columbia.

But when you lcocoked right down to it, it was talking about trying
to make us give up something in the 1855 Treaty. The language
didn®t do away with the 1855 Treaty as the ireal Treaty. Today we
strongheld that Columbia River Scenic Gorge Bill reccgnizes cur
rights that were never abrogated by the 1865 Treaty.

So I believe if we can hold tocgether and strengthen curselves so
that we can get cur pecple discussing this neot just in here but
at home and come up with scmething of the same thinking about cur
constitution says custom, so that if anything wauld happen to me
there was & person ready toc take that seat the =ame day. Or he
could be a part of it because the custom would say he is the Sub-
Chief.

When we hed committees we have alternates and when that person
can’t show that alternate takes their place immediately so when
we sent a delegation someplace there is always somecone there. So
the same thing with the Sub-Chief, he could be costumed in and be
ready to sit and be reccgnized.

Because today like 1 said we are dealing with things that are
down to the bare bones and the only thing that halds us in place
is that Treaty. Now we have the Hoopas nows cur neighbors down
in the next state, they are in a8 predicament that we don®t want
to get into, or we don’t want to get any of ocur other Indians
getting intc because of what could happen is where the government
took cver administration and took ocver the whole functioni the
Tribal Government should be so that RIA is under & court order to
run that reservation, so all Treaties are in jecpardy because we
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have some pecple now that moved 1in to rTaise up the CongQress 1in
trying to get them %o come to some kind of &n agreement to get
the support to do & way with the Treaties. So we have anti-

Indian Groups going on that 1cs really socmething.

vYoeur Chieftainship is really important to uphold those things.
you need somecne that can cit down and learn what the Treaty 15
and then brina in the constitution and by-laws under the Wheeler-
Howard Act and really get to kinow those things sco that they will
know what to doe and what to advise. We have aot to vally the
trocops and get behind them right now.

The National Conaress we are trying to approve cetting up &
ccalition of organizaticnal leadership to introduce an amendment
to the Indian Freedom of Religicus Act, and again Hoopa lost the
case because they did not veally understand the traditicnal
Indian ways of what was what and how they <hould go &about
protecting socmethinag. So we are trying to crganize so that we
can get an amendment to that so that it would be socmething more
significant than just a piece of paper. Anyhow. they lives and
their government is set up on that. and they have cset that up.

But. whatever vou do you will be getting my support. When your
leoking for somecne traditional we need to find scocmecone and I
would start the teaching with them to get them tc know. Scmeone
with prayer on their shoulder and they could carry this lcoad,
that® s how they believe, they have never understacd it or sang
songss but it would be there to understand what 1t’s about.

Se I imagine you want to wait and continue for guite a few more
meetings. We want to get toaether with you pecple because we
have <come critical things that our Council 1is tryinag toc work
thirnges ocuts preblems with our whale system——credit, housing.s
4iecuzeing where we have a surpluses and we'll talk about that
tomorrov.

Bernice Mitchell, I really 1like what 'Mike eaid about being
togethers and not pulling apart, but meeting and discussing. 1
think &2 meeting like this is really gcod and I think the 1love is
there. If we could come up with some names here and mull over
them, think about what we might feel about the pecple because
this is =2 real giant step the Wascc pecple are making because it

is riot just one-two Sub-Chiefs. Real pecple have to Till in
ceremonial and many other traditions. Those have to be all
filled.

o let us go home and Nelson will call ancther meeting, and maybe
the next meeting we can come up with scme names. I am not
thinking of & man or woman, but 1 am thinking of common knowledae
person that has & good sound  common mind. That is what helps

BERNICE
MITCHELL






